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March 7, 2008

Colleagues, 

On Friday, March 28, Oxnard College will host a group of 20 visiting professors from Mexico, escorted by Professor Javier Galvez from Claremont Graduate University.  We have decided to turn this visit into "El Dia Indigena," or, a "Celebration of Indigenous Mexico" for our students, OC staff, and select community members.  There will be a welcoming ceremony in the OC gym at 10 a.m., followed by a morning program of workshops conducted by the professors.  The workshops will concentrate on culture, music and the diverse languages of Mexico, including Taranumara, Huichol, Maya and Nahautl.  There will also be a dance performance by the award-winning, Danzantes del Sol, who are affiliated with Professor Galvez and Claremont University.

More details on the program are forthcoming but it is crucial that we quickly identify HOST HOMES in the Oxnard area for the visiting Mexican professors, who will spend a single night in Oxnard and then depart for the Universal Studios theme park in L.A. early Saturday morning.   If you would like to volunteer your home -- where our visitors can use private shower facilities and get some rest Friday night -- please contact the Oxnard College President's Office at 805 986-5808 as soon as possible.  

Sincerely,

Dr. Richard Durán

Oxnard College President

SOCIAL SERVICES THE SUBJECT OF MARCH 13       "OC PRESIDENT'S FORUM"

Social services and the needs of the poorest and most powerless members in our community will be the topic of the next President’s Forum to be offered Thursday, March 13, 2008, at 2:15 p.m., in the Letters and Science Lecture Hall, LS-8.   Dr. Carolyn Dorrance, Oxnard College history professor and social sciences faculty chair, will moderate the event.   The forum will also address the issues of homelessness and the crisis in infant care and how to help working families. 

Oxnard College President Dr. Richard Durán will introduce panelists Sonia Kroth, Community Relations Manager, West Oxnard Job and Career Center, and Kathy M. Smith, Center Director and Manager for the West Oxnard Job and Career Center, part of the Ventura County Human Services Agency.  Other panelists include Rafaela Frausto, Resource and Referral Support Services Liaison for Child Development Resources, Cathy Brudnicki, Executive Director for the Homeless and Housing Coalition, and James Gilmer, President of the Cyrus Urban Inter-Church Sustainability Network (CUISN).

The forum is open to all employees, students and community members. Refreshments will be served.

The presentation is the second of a series of public forums sponsored this spring by the Organizational & Professional Development office.  The forums were proposed by President Durán, who hopes to increase awareness, stimulate thought and discussion and explore the implications for the community and the role of the community college. The next scheduled forum is on Thursday, April 17, covering transportation issues.  For more information on the forums, contact Vilma Contreras at 805 986-5800, ext. 1960. 

 ASG AND OC ECONOMICS/BUSINESS CLUB SPONSOR                                                             "STARTING YOUR OWN BUSINESS" WORKSHOP MARCH 10

The Associated Student Government of Oxnard College will partner with the Economics & Business Club to present another "ASG LIVE!" event,"Do You Want To Start Your Own Business?," on Monday, March 10, at 12:45 p.m. in LS-8, the Letters and Science Lecture Hall. 

Tom Bird, chair of the Ventura County Chapter of SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Executives) will describe the ways in which SCORE members are "Counselors to America's Small Business."   Also presenting at the workshop are Mary Anne Rooney, Director of the Women's Economic Ventures (WEV) organization which is dedicated to creating an equitable and just society through the economic empowerment of women -- and men -- across the globe.

This "ASG LIVE!" event is open to students, OC staff and community members.  There will be a reception with free pizza and beverages for participants to meet with the presenters following the event in the OC Student Lounge located north of the Oxnard College amphitheatre. 

OC INSTRUCTOR ORGANIZES TRIP TO JAPAN IN MAY 2008

Oxnard College adjunct instructor Setsumi Kojima has organized her annual tour of Japan — featuring an extended visit to Tokyo — to take place from May 22 through May 27, 2008.

According to Mrs.  Kojima, highlights of the trip will include the Imperial Palace Plaza Kanno Temple & Nakamise Shopping Arcade in Asakusa, the Ghibli Museum in Tokyo, and visits to the Ginza, Tsukiji, Akihabara Electric Market, the Meiji Shrine and the Tokyo Tower.  The Ghibli Museum is a favorite attraction for aspiring artists and fans of Japanese “anime” because it houses the works of Japan’s top animation director, Hayao Miyazaki, creator of the Oscar-winning “Spirited Away,” and “My Neighbor Totoro.”

The cost of the six-day tour is $1,590 per person, which covers the cost of the roundtrip airline reservations,  four nights at the Shinagawa Prince Hotel and bilingual guide service.  A $250 deposit is due by April 5, 2008, and reservations can be made by contacting Mrs. Kojima at 805 659-0522.  An orientation for the trip will be offered by representatives of Nippon Express Travel on Saturday, March 22, at 2 p.m. at the Student Activity building at Ventura College. 

Please submit news and information for the next OC Communicator newsletter by Monday, March 24 (after spring break).  The next publication is planned for Friday, March 28, 2008.  Upcoming publication dates are April 7 (April 4 deadline for submissions), April 21 (April 18 deadline),  May 5 (May 2nd deadline) and May 12 (May 9 deadline for submissions). 

