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This month has been a busy time for construction projects on the Oxnard College campus as roads have been repaved and classrooms remodeled in preparation for the new Student Success Academy and the Computer Skills Center. The New Life Fitness Center is almost complete with the introduction of state-of-the-art fitness equipment and extended hours of operation with P.E. faculty helping students and staff develop fitness and workout plans. 

In anticipation of the Fall Semester and Mandatory Flex Week, the Oxnard College “Morale Boosters” committee is hard at work planning for an “All College Day” on Friday, August 17, featuring keynote speaker Dr. G. Scott Anderson from the Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC).  Dr. Anderson, Vice President of Administration and Planning, was one of the key administrators involved in transforming his partially damaged college site into an emergency response center following the attack of September 11, 2001 in New York City.  More information is coming in the near future and I hope that all of our college colleagues will be able to attend the program on Friday, August 17.  -- Dr. Richard Durán, Oxnard College President 

OC DENTAL HYGIENE PROGRAM  AWARDED $25,000

Philanthropist Helen Yunker has donated $25,000 to the Oxnard College Foundation to be awarded to the Oxnard College Dental Hygiene Program to create an endowment scholarship to annually benefit a continuing Oxnard College student enrolled in the program. 

Estate planner John Avera, representing Mrs. Yunker,  presented the check to Dental Hygiene instructor Dr. Richard Enriquez and program coordinator Christine Tafoya on July 13 and explained Mrs. Yunker's intent to help future dental hygiene students.  The program is so rigorous and time-consuming that many of the students quit jobs and commit all their time to study, sometimes facing financial hardship trying to complete the program.  Avera is more knowledgeable than most since he fully supported his wife Michelle's decision to become a dental hygienist.  She graduated with the class of 2005 and now is a successful dental hygienist working for a Thousand Oaks dentist.

"You're thanking me (for bringing forth the donation) but as a member of the community I'm thanking Oxnard College for this outstanding program," he added.

The OC Dental Hygiene program, founded in 1997, has frequently been rated as one of the top community college programs in the U.S. with its students achieving a 100 percent pass rate on the National Board exams.  The program is expanding this Fall 2007 with the addition of the Dental Assisting Program for students who wish to earn a Certificate of Completion and be certified by the State of California to take x-rays, be trained to perform coronal polishing and will be eligible to take the California Registered Dental Assistant's Examination and the National Certification Examination for Dental Assistants.  

The new Dental Assisting Program at Oxnard College includes patient care experiences in a full-equipped, on site facility and externship experiences in clinics and dental offices. 




 OXNARD COLLEGE SUMMER MIGRANT ACADEMY HONORS GRADS 

The Oxnard College Summer Migrant Academy honored its first class of 56 graduates following a recognition luncheon and program held Friday, July 6, 2007.

For the past three weeks the graduates have taken classes at Oxnard College in English, math and science, with field trips to the University of California at Santa Barbara and the Aquarium of the Pacific. The intent of the program was to give the students a taste of the college experience, to encourage them to stay in school and improve their English and Spanish language skills, and graduate from high school and pursue a college degree. Following a recognition luncheon attended by the students, their families and teachers, the students watched dancers from the Hueneme High School Ballet Folklorico perform in the OC gymnasium and then watched a slide presentation of their activities in the past three weeks.  The students were also congratulated for finishing the program by Ventura County Community College District Trustee Arturo Hernandez, Oxnard College President Dr. Richard Durán, Joe Mendoza, Director of Migrant Education, Region 17, Socorro Tinoco, Oxnard Union High School District DPAC President, and program coordinators David Lopez and Lupe Reyes Castillo. 

The event was co-sponsored by Oxnard College, the Oxnard Union High School District Migrant Education Program.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO REPRESENT OC AT SALSA FESTIVAL & COUNTY FAIR 

Volunteers are needed to represent Oxnard College at the Oxnard Salsa Festival to be held at Plaza Park the weekend of Saturday, July 28 and Sunday, July 29, and at the upcoming "VCCCD Outreach" booth at the 2007 Ventura County Fair beginning Wednesday, August 1 at the Ventura County Fairgrounds at Seaside Park in Ventura. 

The college has reserved booth space at the Oxnard Salsa Festival, which is a celebration of everything related to salsa, including food, music and dance.  The event is expected to draw more than 50,000 visitors during the weekend.  Set-up begins at 8:30 a.m. Saturday morning and volunteers -- staff, students and friends of OC -- are encouraged to come and work a three- or four-hour shift handing out class schedules, financial aid packets (in English and Spanish) and providing information about the upcoming Fall 2007 semester. On Saturday the event closes up at 7 p.m. but resumes Sunday from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. when the festival closes and the booths are taken down and packed up.  If you would like to volunteer to work at the Salsa Festival please contact Cathy Garnica at X5809 or email cgarnica@vcccd.edu

Volunteers are also needed to work in the VCCCD Information Booth at the Ventura County Fair, which runs from Wednesday, August 1st through Sunday, Aug. 12.  The booth is located at the back of the Commercial Building at the Ventura County Fairgrounds, which opens at 10 a.m. and closes at  11 p.m. most nights. Free admission passes to the Fair will be provided to volunteers who work a THREE-HOUR shift at the booth.  By providing web access to the community colleges, organizers hope to target many of the adult fair-goers who walk through the Commercial Building each year and encourage them to enroll in classes and program online using district computers located in the booth. 

During the weekdays of August 1 through August 3, and also August 6 through August 10, staff are needed to work at the booth during the prime hours of  11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Shifts need to be staffed by at least two volunteers. On the weekends, which include Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 4 and Aug. 5, and the final weekend of Aug. 11—12, staff are needed to cover the booth from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m., since the weekends are the busiest times for the County Fair events and concerts. The shifts run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 2 to 5 p.m., 5 to 8 p.m. and 8 to 10 p.m. on weekdays.  Weekend shifts are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 1 to 4 p.m. 4 to 7 p.m. and 7 to 10 p.m. The schedule of special events and concerts is as follows:

Wed., Aug. 1 - 6 p.m. -- Motorsports;

Thurs., Aug. 2 - 6 p.m. -- Motorsports;

Friday, Aug. 3 - 7:30 p.m.  -- Hootie and the Blowfish and Cowboy Mouth;

Saturday, Aug. 4 -- 7:30 p.m. -- REO Speedwagon;

Sunday, Aug. 5 -- "Dia de la Familia" at 3 p.m. with Los Horoscopos de Durango with singer-actor Pablo Montero and Mariachi Los Tapatios;

Mon., Aug. 6 -- 7:30 p.m.. -- Hinder and Papa Roach;

Tues., Aug. 7 - Tony Orlando (1 p.m )  and The Beach Boys (7:30 p.m.);

Wed., Aug. 8 -- 7:30 p.m. --  Jo Dee Messina and Sawyer Brown 

Thurs., Aug. 9 -- 7:30 p.m. -- The Bangles and the Motels;

Fri., Aug. 10 -- 7:30 p.m. -- Lifehouse;

Saturday, Aug. 11 and Sunday, Aug. 12 -- 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. PRCA Rodeo.

Right now, early volunteers are guaranteed to get the dates and times of their choosing.   To sign up, please contact or e-mail Cathy Garnica at cgarnica@vcccd.edu or call X5809 and consult the master schedule.  Please remember that other college staff volunteers may be requesting the same time so I encourage you to be flexible and be prepared to request an alternate date and time

"COOL KIDS NEVER HAD THE TIME" ART SHOW FEATURES OC ARTISTS                                                                                                                                 

Ventura's Upfront Gallery in conjunction with Oxnard College's Art Department will present "Cool Kids Never Had the Time," an art show opening Saturday, July 21st at the Ventura gallery and continuing through Sept. 8, 2007.

This show will feature the works of four aspiring student artists from Oxnard College including Aaron Dadacay, Gladys Rodriguez, Gene Tapia, and Maria Villote.  The artists explore personal narratives and experimental approaches through collage paintings and installations.  A radical, yet playful mix of political street art aesthetics, highly crafted drawings, and handmade digital paintings of pop-culture influences comprise this exhibition by four fresh, young, vibrant artists from Oxnard. 

A reception will be held on Saturday, July 21st from 6:30 - 9:00 pm.  The show is free and open to the public.  The Upfront Gallery is an alternative contemporary gallery located in downtown Ventura at 267 S. Laurel Street, between Front Street and E. Thompson Blvd.  For more information call, (805)340-1448 or visit www.upfrontgallery.org . 

Upcoming publication dates for The OC Communicator are July 23 (July 20 deadline for column items) and August 6 (August 3rd deadline for submissions). 

