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August 7, 2007 

By now all of you have received your copy of the Oxnard College Flex Week Schedule beginning Aug. 14 prepared by the dedicated OC “Morale Boosters” committee, culminating with "All College Day” on Friday, August 17. Please remember that in a break from campus tradition we are going to take the event off-campus to the Casa Sirena Hotel, located at 3605 Peninsula Road, in the heart of the Channel Islands Harbor.  The day will start with an 8 a.m. breakfast buffet that includes an assortment of fresh fruits and other healthy foods.  The program includes welcoming remarks by our Academic and Classified Senate colleagues and the presentation of Years of Service Awards as well as the introduction of new employees.  We also expect a visit from Chancellor James Meznek and a few trustees before we welcome keynote speaker G. Scott Anderson from the Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC), speaking on "Disaster Preparedness."  I will follow Mr. Anderson with my "State of the College" presentation on college priorities and some of the issues we face in the coming academic year.  Then I'm sure we're all looking forward to the 1st Annual "Slow-Pitch" Softball Game on the softball field pitting the Blue Team (Classified Staff and Administration) against the Green Team (Full- and Part-time Faculty).   Come out and root for all the players and then join us for a hot dog and hamburger lunch.  I hope to see you all that day.                                  

 -- Dr. Richard Durán, Oxnard College President 

STATE BUDGET IMPASSE WON'T IMPACT

 OPENING OF FALL SEMESTER

On August 1st the California State Senate convened to vote on the 2007-2008 State Budget and the accompanying trailer bills.  Unfortunately, the Senate adjourned without approving the budget despite a series of meetings between Governor Schwarzenegger, Senate Republicans and the Pro Tem.  At this time the Senate is not expected to reconvene prior to August 20th when the Assembly returns from summer recess.  

Sue Johnson, VCCCD Vice Chancellor of Business and Administrative Services, has confirmed that because of the lack of a state budget, the district has not received its monthly apportionment dollars from the state in July, and there is a good a possibility that will also be the case in August.

However, the Board of Trustees for the Ventura County Community College District approved a tentative budget in June which allowed the District to conduct normal business operations for the 2007-2008 fiscal year beginning July 1, including the issuing of checks, both to employees and vendors.  We have issued our July pay checks timely.  Included in the district budget was a reserve that may help the district continue normal fiscal operations until the legislature returns to resume consideration of the budget later this month.

"Because of the prudent actions of our Board, we will be able to continue with normal business operations, including the processing of payroll through August without issue," said Ms. Johnson.  "We will continue to monitor cash balances and projections carefully, and may need to alter our practices in September, should the budget standoff continue that long." 

FIRST OC STUDENT BARBECUE IS A BIG SUCCESS

As expected, the August 1st OC Student Barbecue was a big success, thanks to the organizational efforts of Augie Castenada, Dan Reyna, Jan Straka, Susan Cabral, club advisors, department student supervisors and hosted by the OC President's Office (Karla Banks) and the OC Foundation (Connie Owens). Besides the barbecued hamburgers, veggie burgers, hot dogs and kielbasa sausage, skillfully prepared by chefs Joe Carabajal, Geoff Willis and John Cooney, students and staff enjoyed loads of homemade side dishes, salads and delectable desserts (including Susan's heavenly almond roca!).   For entertainment, who can top "DJ Dan" as well as the student and staff talent here at OC performing sizzling salsa moves and exotic belly dancing! More kudos to Jan Straka and David Magallanes for organizing the dancing.  Here's what our colleagues had to say about this inaugural event: 

Dan Reyna -- "I would like to thank our great staff for making the BBQ successful. Thanks to Dr. Durán for his support, Connie for advising us, Liway and her staff, the folks who set everything up, the guys who slaved over the hot grill, the ladies who ran LS-6 and kept things orderly, the school clubs that participated and PHOENIX.  Also, all the people who brought in the side dishes, all the hungry people who came to eat and enjoy and finally everyone who helped to put everything away and clean up the mess afterward.  Let's do it again sooner than later!"

Dr. Lori Buckley -- "Great event!  The students were 'beaming'.  They clearly appreciated being acknowledged in such a way.  This is a wonderful example of why OC is a great place to be.  Thank you to the organizers, cooks, and entertainers."

Trustee Larry O. Miller -- "Great party yesterday!  Thanks for all your efforts which I'm sure were considerable."



	


MANDATORY "ALL COLLEGE DAY" SCHEDULE FOR FRIDAY, AUG. 17

             
 8:00 a.m.
Breakfast Buffet at Casa Sirena



9:00 a.m. 
Mary Jones, Program M.C. 





Video Presentation





General Welcome –

 Dr. Richard Durán, OC College President

VCCCD - Chancellor James Meznek, Trustees Arturo Hernandez, Cheryl Heitmann & District Guests





P. Scott Corbett, Academic Senate President





Monica Zavala, Classified Senate President





VCCCD - Chancellor James Meznek, Trustees Arturo Hernandez, Cheryl Heitmann, Vice Chancellor of  Business
 Sue Johnson & District Guests





Introduction of all new employees                                                                                                                             



Presentation of  Excellence in Service Awards

 

9:30 a.m. 
Years of Service Awards -- 







Presentations to Staff with more than 25 years 

 

10:00 a.m. 
"Disaster Preparedness" featuring Keynote Speaker – Mr. G. Scott Anderson, V.P. of Administration and Planning 




Services, Borough of Manhattan Community College, New York



11:00 a.m. 
"State of the College" Address -- Dr. Richard Durán



12:30 p.m. 
The Oxnard College Sports Complex --                                                                                                                   

"Slow-Pitch” Softball Game & Hot-dog & Hamburger Lunch 

                    
Blue - Staff/Administration   vs.  Green – Full/Part-time Faculty

Thanks in advance to the following members of the Morale Boosters Committee for planning and organizing the schedule of events on August 17:  Jeannette Redding and P. Scott Corbett, Co-Chairs, Kenneth Bailey, Karla Banks, Susan Cabral, Jose L. Cornelio, Ishita Edwards, Linda Faasua, Cathy Garnica, Alan Hayashi, Betty Hough, Connie Owens, Chris Schmidt and Monica Zavala. 

 THANKING OC VOLUNTEERS AT SALSA FESTIVAL & COUNTY FAIR 

Let me take this opportunity to thank the volunteers who represented Oxnard College at the Oxnard Salsa Festival held at Plaza Park on July 28 and July 29, and also to those staffing the "VCCCD Outreach" booth at the 2007 Ventura County Fair that began August 1 and will continue through August 12 at the Ventura County Fairgrounds at Seaside Park in Ventura. 

A group of select volunteers also helped OC PIO Cathy Garnica staff the Oxnard College information booth at the two-day Oxnard Salsa Festival held in downtown Oxnard, with special thanks to Linda Faasua, Brandi Rieger, Dr. Christina Tafoya and students from the OC Dental Hygiene Program and OC ambassadors Marilyn Medina and Louie Luna. 

According to Clare Geisen, Director of Administrative Relations for the VCCCD, Oxnard College staff, students and friends are providing the lion's share of the 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily shift coverage at the VCCCD Outreach booth, with 38 staff signed up to man the booth, including a significant number of OC Ambassadors.

"The VCCCD Outreach Booth seems to be going really well. The students I worked with to date have been wonderful," Ms. Geisen added.

Coming up this weekend, August 11th and 12th is the third Annual Mariachi Beach Fiesta at the Oceanview Pavilion in Port Hueneme produced by Rivera Productions.  Valerie Lee and Victoria Abram are scheduling volunteers to staff an information booth at the event, which will feature a Mariachi Singing Competition on the Pavilion Stage beginning at 11 a.m. Saturday, then on Sunday continuing with the Mariachi Group Competition followed by a gala concert Sunday afternoon. 

If you have a few hours to help staff the booth please call Valerie at X5857. 

Also, if you know of any upcoming COMMUNITY EVENTS, such as Fiestas Patrias on September 16, contact Cathy Garnica at X5809 to calendar the event. 

FORMER OC DISTANCE RUNNER AARON SHARP TO COMPETE AT   

OLYMPIC MARATHON TRIALS    

The Oxnard College family is wishing the best of luck to former OC distance runner Aaron Sharp, who will compete at the 2008 U.S. Olympic Trials men's marathon at Central Park in New York City on November 3rd.  Sharp, who competed for UC Santa Barbara and helped the Gauchos win the 2001 Big West Conference title, qualified for the Olympic trials with a time of 2 hours, 20 minutes and 54 seconds as he placed 10th out of 4,000 runners in the California International Marathon last December in Sacramento.  

When he competes in New York in November, Aaron will carry on a special family tradition as the son of OC cross country and track Coach Gene Sharp and OC alumnus Debra Sharp, who in 1988 competed at the U.S. Olympic trials women's marathon.  

While at UC Santa Barbara, Aaron ran the 10,000-meter event and then after graduation entered into a contract with Nike that requires him to train with Nike Team Run L.A. and compete in events such as the September 24 Nike Run Hit Remix race in L.A.

OC REGIONAL FIRE ACADEMY GRADUATES CADETS AUGUST 11

Thirty-six aspiring firefighters of "Battalion 27" will graduate from the Oxnard College Regional Fire Academy on Saturday, August 11, at the Regional Training Center at the Camarillo Airport. 

The ceremony begins at 10 a.m. with a firefighting demonstration followed by the graduation ceremony at 11 a.m. 

The Academy #27 Graduates are:

Matthew Hill, Tony Carcioppolo, Peter Liechti, Michael Scheumaker, Cody Briscoe, Luis Buitrago, Kyle Thompson, Fabian Verduzco, Ebe Andrade, Edan Douek, Fernando Garcia, John Villavicencio, David Leon, Steven Hernandez, Clint Rief, Jason Jasgur, Calvin Desario, Arturo Jimenez, Jeffery Chatelain, Brandon Johnson, Ryan Leonard, David Smith, Ryan Cannistraro, Ryan Shook, Charles O’Connell, Scott Kellogg, Bryan Thurston, Benjamin Henggeler, Mark Veres, Casey Sullivan, Ricardo Martinez, Kyle Gilliland, Jesse Logan, Steven Lara, Jake Cowden, RJ Nelson.

According to instructor Paul Houdeshell, the members of Academy class #27 began their training on Monday, May 21 and ended August 10 after a total of 440 hours of academic and manipulative training.  This included, but was not limited to;  Use of Ladders, Self Contained Breathing Apparatus, Building Construction, Hose Lays, Fire Behavior, Tactics and Strategy, Fire Hydraulics, Forcible Entry, Ventilation Operations, Wildland Firefighting, Vehicle Extrication, High Angle Rescue and Repelling, Hazardous Materials FRO, Live Firefighting and many other subjects. 

The curriculum was designed by career professional firefighters to produce marketable candidates for a highly competitive profession.  The Academy is accredited through the California State Fire marshal’s Office and the State Board of Fire Services.  The Academy provides 16 units of coursework and Fire Cadets receive California Firefighter 1 Certificates upon graduation.

Participating in Saturday's ceremony are academy coordinator  Captain Jim Peterson with lead instructors Dave Kromka, John Squire, and Paul Houdeshell. There were also instructors from various fire agencies including Ventura County, Oxnard, LA County, LA City, Long Beach, Santa Barbara County, Santa Barbara City, Arcadia, Ventura County Federal,  and Cal Fire (CDF).   

Please R.S.V.P. to the event by calling (805) 384-8110. 

Upcoming publication dates for The OC Communicator are August 24  (August 22 deadline for column items) and September 10 (September 7 deadline for submissions). 

