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The months of October and November were busy for the Oxnard College community as students and staff participated in the “Campus Clean-Up”  on October 19th and the President’s Office hosted a “Pizza with the President” function on October 25th in the OC Student Lounge.  It was a good opportunity to bring OC faculty, staff and students up to date on many issues, including the Midterm Accreditation Visit  scheduled by the Accrediting Commission on Monday, November  5th.  On October 31st we held two sessions to inform faculty and staff about the highlights of the OC Focused Midterm Accreditation Report.  The November  5th visit, lead by Orange Coast College President Robert Dees, was completed and we expect a full report by the first of next year.  

KUDOS -- I also want to commend the following:   

· To the members of the Oxnard College M.E.Ch. A (Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano/Chicana de Aztlan) of Oxnard College, including club president Veronica Salgado, advisor Everardo Rivera , and Dean of Student  Services Dr. Henry Villanueva for all their dedicated efforts to organize a very successful “Dia de los Muertos” celebration held on November 2nd;  

· To Sandra Allen, Jan Straka, Dan Reyna, Augie Castaneda, Jeannette Cortez, John Cooney, Brenda Wilson, Brandi Rieger and Gloria Lopez, the organizing committee members of the "Oxnard College NovemberFest 2007" held November 6th;

· Students Renee Thompson, Jamie Cawelti, Carlos Macen and advisor Linda Faasua and Dean Gwendolyn Lewis Huddleston for bringing theater back to the OC campus with the OC Theatre Arts Club production of "Stage Monologues" held November 16 and November 17 in LA-6 (The Forum). 

--- Dr. Richard Durán, Oxnard College President 

OC SPEAKERS SERIES PRESENTS DOLORES HUERTA 

ON NOV. 28 IN OC GYMNASIUM

The Oxnard College Speakers Series proudly presents community activist Dolores Huerta, who will describe what it takes to create community leaders and to organize grassroots movements in her Wednesday, November 28th speech, "Empowering Your Community."  The event is from 12:45 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. and will be held in the Oxnard College Gymnasium.  The new location was necessary because hundreds of visitors and students are expected to attend the event.  If you plan to attend the event please try to arrive as early as possible for a good seat.

Ms. Huerta founded the Dolores Huerta Foundation to create grassroots communities and teach organizing. She established the Dolores Huerta Community Organizing Institute, which has trained dozens of community leaders and established "Vicinos Unidos," neighborhood committees  She has been instrumental in lobbying for reproduction rights, education, universal health care, voting protections, and workers rights and has helped defeat anti-immigrant legislation.  Ms. Huerta is the co-founder, with the Cesar Chavez, of the National Farm Workers Association, now known as the United Farm Workers Union (UFW), and is the organizer of the Agricultural Workers Association.  She has organized strikes and boycotts and has successfully negotiated contracts for the UFW.  She has also served on state and federal boards and commissions and has won numerous awards for her work, including the "Outstanding Labor Leader Award," the "Roger Baldwin Medal of Liberty Award," the Eleanor Roosevelt Human Rights Award," and many others. Ms. Huerta has received four Honorary Doctorate degrees and one Honorary Juris Doctor degree.

This event is funded, in part, by the Oxnard College Foundation.  For more information contact program coordinator Shelley Savren at ssavren@vcccd.edu or call (805) 986-5800, ext. 1951. 

OC SPEECH TOURNAMENT TO FEATURE BEST TALKERS ON DEC. 4

The Oxnard College Speech Tournament will once again attract the best college speakers at the Fall 2007 competition set for Tuesday, December 4, 2007, in LA-6, the Forum lecture hall. Everyone is invited to attend the tournament. 

The competition will take place from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. with faculty judges determining the top speakers.  There will be two rounds of speaking, with the final winners determined by how well they perform in the critical second round.  Winners will be announced after the final results are tabulated and awards and refreshments will be presented at the end of competition. 

The speech tournament – held each spring and fall semester — was the vision of speech instructor Amy London, whose dream was to bring students together to compete in three categories: Informative Speaking, Oral Interpretation and Persuasive Speaking. Some of the top contenders spend countless hours preparing their speeches while other students stroll in an confidently speak to the heart of the matter. 

This year the judges include the following faculty and staff:  Ishita Edwards, Teresa Bonham, Mary Jones, Shelley Savren, Chris Mainzer, Susan Jones, Maria Parker, Vern Simmen, Monica Zavala, Peggy Smith, Judy Kleiner, Debra Cronin, Shannon Ordonez, Kitty Merrill, Catalina Yang , Elissa Caruth, Mary Pinto Casillas, Gaylene Croker.

AREA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS MEET FOR “GEO CHALLENGE 2007”  DECEMBER 1st  AT OC

Winners of the Saturday, December 1st “GEOGRAPHY BOWL 2007” competition to be held at Oxnard College will get a chance to soar over the campus and most of southern Ventura County, courtesy of Aspen Helicopters of Oxnard.

Student teams from Ventura County’s public and private high schools have been invited to Oxnard College to compete in the daylong event and about ten local public and private high schools are expected to participate.  This year middle school students have been invited to the event for the first time in the history of the competition. 

This is the 19th annual competition and this year’s competition theme will be “Asia, Continent of Contrasts."   Oxnard College geography instructor Chris Mainzer, who serves as head coordinator of the event, predicts that many of the questions will touch on topical issues such as political upheaval in Burma and the crackdown against anti-government protests, the growing political and economical powerhouse that is China and political complications that may arise prior to the 2008 Olympic Games to be held in Beijing.         

“GEO BOWL 2007” will begin with an individual written competition challenging students’ knowledge of geography in the physical environment, world affairs, history and geo-political issues.  The event concludes with the popular round robin team competition held in the OC gymnasium beginning at 10 a.m. Awards will be given to the individual first, second and third place winners and recognition awards will go to the teams placing first, second and third in each of the categories.  The team that wins round robin competition receives the perpetual trophy to be displayed at their school for one year.  Last year Buena High School-Team 1 captured the top prize at the “Geography Bowl 2006” competition, beating second-place finisher Newbury High School-Team 2 and third-place St. Bonaventure High School-Team 1. 

ASG PRESIDENT SERGIO LAGUNAS INVITES STUDENTS TO "A.S.G. LIVE" SPEECH ON DECEMBER 3

Associated Student Government President Sergio Lagunas will tackle the topic of "Is Higher Education Worth It?" during a motivational speech targeted at students on Monday, December 3, 2007 at 12:45 p.m. in the LS-8 Clocktower Auditorium lecture hall.  Lagunas will talk about his experiences as a student leader and the value of college education, choosing a major, the pressure to get A's and "returning the favor."   Also present to give support are OC Counselor David Lopez and Dr. Scott Corbett, President of the OC Academic Senate.  

This presentation, part of the "A.S.G. LIVE!" Inspirational Speakers Series, is sponsored by the Oxnard College Associated Student Government.  Free snacks and soft drinks will also be available at the event. 

AUTISM ACTIVIST TAYLOR CROSS TO SPEAK AT OC DECEMBER 5

Autism activist Taylor Cross featured in "Taylor and Autism Unraveled," at the Wednesday, December 5, 2007 presentation that begins at 12:45 p.m. in the Oxnard College Clocktower Auditorium (LS-8 Lecture Hall). The presentation will include the viewing of a short documentary followed by a question-and-answer session and a related workshop for Oxnard College sociology students and interested members of the public.  This event replaces the scheduled appearance of U.S. Congressional Representative Lois Capps, who will be in Washington, D.C. on that date and will be rescheduled for an appearance in the spring. 

At age 18, Taylor Cross is an early graduate this year from Newbury Park High School in Thousand Oaks.  As with other youngsters struggling with autism spectrum disorder, movies became a safe way for Taylor to relate to what was otherwise a confusing world.  At age 14, Taylor decided he wanted to become a film director.  As part of his presentation, Taylor will show his short film, Normal People Scare Me, which Taylor's family made in partnership with former special education teacher Joe Travolta, who signed on to produce the film.  In the process, Mr. Travolta became Taylor's mentor in making this documentary, which was co-written and directed by Taylor and his mother, Keri.  In the film, Taylor interviews 65 individuals with autism with subjects ranging from teens, adults -- including a Pulitzer Prize-winner -- and even champion surfer Izzy Paskowitz. 

The original 10-minute version of Taylor's feature film won him numerous awards honorable mentions for his efforts to encourage other autistics to speak up about their experiences. 

In his current talk, "Taylor and Autism Unraveled," Taylor goes solo to speak about making his film and also talks about his current experiences as part of a pilot micro-enterprising program with his personal business coach, Tara Lee Gustafson. 

For more information please contact Oxnard College event coordinator Harold ("Jun") Sanders at jun.sanders@gmail.com

ORGANIZATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS   

The last workshop of the semester offered by the Organizational and Professional Development (OPD) office will be offered Friday, November 30.  The workshop, "Organizational Change and Stress Management," will be held from 1 to 4:30 p.m. in LS-15 classroom with facilitator Peter DeArmond.  This workshop will help participants learn about the skills needed to manage change and cover the most effective means of communication to facilitate change and the stress that sometimes accompanies innovation and progress.

To register for the workshop please send an e-mail to Vilma P. Contreras at vcontreras@vcccd.edu  to reserve a space at the workshop. 

OC REGIONAL FIRE ACADEMY GRADUATES CADETS DECEMBER 16

The aspiring firefighters of "Battalion 28" will graduate from the Oxnard College Regional Fire Academy on Sunday, December 16, at the Regional Training Center at the Camarillo Airport.  The ceremony begins at 10 a.m. with a firefighting demonstration followed by the graduation ceremony at 11 a.m. 

According to Fire Technology department chair Gary Morgan, the members of Academy class #28 began their training at the beginning of the Fall 2007 semester and during that time have accumulated a total of 440 hours of academic and manipulative training.  The cadets were trained in the use of ladders, self contained breathing apparatus, building construction, fire behavior, fire hydraulics, wildland firefighting, vehicle extrication, high angle rescue and repelling, hazardous materials, live firefighting and many other subjects. The curriculum was designed by career professional firefighters to produce marketable candidates for a highly competitive profession.  The Oxnard College Regional Fire Academy is accredited through the California State Fire marshal’s Office and the State Board of Fire Services.  The Academy provides 16 units of coursework and Fire Cadets receive California Firefighter 1 Certificates upon graduation.

  OC ATHLETICS: CONDORS SOARING TO NEW HEIGHTS

Although the Oxnard College Men’s Soccer team ended its state championship dreams with a 2-1 loss against Cerritos College in the Southern California regional semifinals on November 20, the Oxnard College family offers it heartiest congratulations to Head Coach Ross Greaney, assistant coaches Rick Caldwell, David Barra and all the team members.  They won the Western State Conference division championship on November 9, beating Citrus College at the final conference game by a score of 3-2.  That victory broke a 15-year drought for the condors with their last title in men's soccer back in 1992, according to OC Athletic Director Tim Harrison.  

Upcoming publication dates for The OC Communicator are December 10 (December 7 is the deadline for submissions) and December 18 (December 17 is the deadline to submit news items).  The OC Communicator will take a break during the holiday closure and will resume in early January.                                                                           



