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A sincere thanks to all those OC staff and faculty who participated in the Thursday, May 17 Commencement ceremonies at Oxnard College. Prior to the ceremony, OC Registrar Susan Cabral organized a wonderful luncheon and I was pleased to see many of you in attendance along with VCCCD Board of Trustees Chair Dr. Larry Miller and Chancellor James Meznek.  The ceremony was wonderful, as 508 associate degrees of arts and sciences were honored and 146 certificates of achievement were awarded.  More than 300 graduates actually participated in the ceremony with Ms. Winnie Maxine Pauling, aged 67 years young, and recent high school graduate, 19-year-old Pedro Aguilar, both walking up to stage to receive their diplomas.   A quick estimate of the size of the crowd, including the 2,150 chairs on the field and about 1,000 visitors in the stands and walking around, indicates that more than 3,000 family and friends of the graduates came to the campus for the commencement exercises. 

I want to thank Interim Executive Vice Chancellor of Student Learning Dr. Lyn MacConnaire for her grace and enthusiasm as Master of  Ceremonies for the ceremony, to Dr. Linda Chaparro and David Magallanes as they carefully announced the graduates' names and their degrees and certificates and to all the OC faculty and staff who attended the ceremony. I was impressed by the dedication of Campus Police Officer Pedro Rodriguez and his officers and cadets for skillfully managing the parking and crowds; by Will Deits and his Maintenance and Operations crew for their hard work in helping to set up and break down of the stage and thousands of folding chairs, and by Leo Orange and all the staff of the Students Services department who helped with the ceremony which included the organization and hard work of Susan Cabral, Joel Diaz and the entire Admissions & Records office. In addition, Kitty Merrill and Andres Orozco and their students are to be commended for all the work that went into videotaping the entire ceremony and preserving it for posterity. 

Thanks to everyone who made my first Spring Semester at Oxnard College such a rewarding experience. I welcome your support as we continue to help our students succeed this next semester and beyond. 

 -- Dr. Richard Durán, Oxnard College President 




 OXNARD COLLEGE DENTAL HYGIENE CLASS EXCELS AGAIN                                                                                                                                   

Dean Floyd Martin also had good news this week about the senior class of Oxnard College dental hygiene students who took the Dental Hygiene National Board Exams.  It appears the “Class of 2007” Oxnard College Dental Hygiene students who took the National Board Exams had a 100 percent pass rate and everyone scored well.  

“They no longer provide rankings for the schools but we are all very pleased with our students’ success,” said Christina Tafoya, Interim Coordinator for Dental Hygiene.  

Congratulations on this wonderful achievement and good luck to the students when they take their upcoming State Board Exams!

OXNARD COLLEGE STUDENT RECEIVES JOHN WOOLLEY SCHOLARSHIP

In other scholarship news, adjunct geography faculty member Manny Saenz reports that the Coast Geological Society awarded a 2007 Coast Geological Society - John Woolley Memorial Community College Scholarship to OC student Matthew Coblyn Tuesday night at the society's annual scholarship dinner. This year's scholarship amount is $300, according to John Minch,  President of the Board of Directors of the Coast Geological Society. In addition, CGS was pleased to give matching funds of $300 to the Earth Science department at Oxnard College. 

"Awards also went to students at VC and even Santa Barbara, but we were proud that one OC student was honored," said Professor Saenz, who nominated Matthew Coblyn based on his outstanding academics and interest in the pursuing a career in the geological sciences after transferring to California State University at Northridge in the fall. Both he and Saenz attended the Coast Geological Society dinner meeting in Ventura on Tuesday, May 15, 200, at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall in Ventura.  

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT WHO ATTENDED OC IS UNIVERSITY-BOUND

I wanted to share with you and our Oxnard College community some wonderful news. My current and past student, Maxine Holland, who is as yet a high school student from Channel Islands High, has been accepted at several of the nation's best universities to pursue further studies in ECONOMICS. Among the schools that have accepted her are Stanford University of California at Berkeley, UCLA, UCSB and UCSD. She will be pursuing her undergraduate studies at Stanford University (Palo Alto) starting the Fall of 2007. Stanford University has granted Maxine at $40,000 per year scholarship to enable her to meet the expenses at Stanford. Maxine has also been granted several other scholarships. She has taken two Oxnard College Economics classes with me over two semesters (her only classes at OC) and has been an outstanding student both times. Congratulations, Maxine! Congratulations Oxnard College! The Economics Program at Oxnard College is very proud of Maxine.

OXNARD COLLEGE FACILITIES UPDATE                                                                                                                                  

During the summer of 2007 plans to begin construction on the new Student Services Center and other projects will continue, according to Miguel Renteria, Project Manager for Heery International, Inc. (formerly JCM).  Below is a description of what's on the schedule:

· The bid opening date for the construction of the Student Services Center and Food Services Center is Thursday, May 31st, following the approval of plans by the Division of the State Architect (DSA);

· Plans for the new Learning Resources Center remodeling project are to be submitted to the DSA by the last week in May, with the agency review processing taking approximately nine months to complete;

· The schematic phase for the Performing Arts Center/Auditorium has been completed and the design team is developing an updated estimate of when the project can be constructed.

In addition to major construction projects, campus streets will be repaved following the completion of the water line replacement project, a number of classrooms will be remodeled as learning labs and the OC Gymnasium Fitness Lab will get new state-of-the-art exercise equipment.   New landscaping and signage improvements are also planned for the summer and by the time faculty and students return for the Fall Semester on August 20 the Oxnard College campus will have a very different look.

WEB SITE RENEWAL PLANNED FOR OXNARD COLLEGE 

During April and May, Jim Petromilli, a web consultant, met with web site advisory groups from Ventura College, Oxnard College, and Moorpark College to gather input about the existing format and content of the colleges' web sites.  Based on information collected at the meetings, it was agreed the web sites at all three colleges were in need of an updated or "renewed" appearance and also in need of a more user friendly way for employees to manage content on the web sites.  As a result, Mr. Petromilli is working with a web designer to develop several sample web site templates called "wire frames" for use by the colleges, and the District is purchasing OmniUpdate™, a content management software program that will assist the colleges and the District in managing web site content organization.  Oxnard College is already using OmniUpdate™, and feedback has been favorable.    

Upon completion of the sample wire frames, two representatives from each college and the District will be selected to meet with Mr. Petromilli to review the samples and select one wire frame resulting in a similar look for all three colleges and the District.  In addition, the group will determine common terminology to be used by all three campuses and the District.  This will enable the colleges and the District to use the same foundational wire frame and share common terminology that can be easily interpreted by our web site visitors, while still maintaining the ability to individualize each college's unique programs and services. 

The plan is to implement the renewed web sites at each college and the District by Fall 2007.  The web site advisory groups are to be commended for their efforts related to this project.  The groups' valuable input has been instrumental in shaping the renewed web sites to share with students, colleagues, and the community.  

Upcoming publication dates for The OC Communicator are June 4 (June 1 deadline for column items) and June 29 (June 27 deadline for submissions). 

