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Happy Holidays and greetings to all of you! 

I enjoyed visiting with many of you — faculty, staff, managers and students -- who attended the President’s Holiday Reception on December 13.   We also had a nice visit from Trustee Cheryl Heitmann.  It was a wonderful opportunity to sample great food and homemade desserts and it was great to see so many members of the "OC Family" gathering to socialize after such a busy fall semester.   

I also wanted to thank those who participated in the third year of a more recent Oxnard College tradition, the  “OC Giving Tree.”  I am very proud that so many of my colleagues took the time to help the children of our students by donating wrapped gifts to children who might not otherwise receive presents during this holiday season. This year about 75 of you signed up to help the children of our students and today the gifts were collected by the EOPS, Child Development Center and Financial Aid offices to be distributed to various children from ages two to 16 years. In addition, members of the President's Cabinet donated boxes of diapers to the Oxnard College students enrolled in the CalWORKS program. Again, many thanks to all those who participated!

I wish you a happy and safe holiday!  See you next year. 

--- Dr. Richard Durán, Oxnard College President 

NEWBURY PARK HIGH CAPTURES FIRST PLACE AT 2007 "GEO CHALLENGE"

It took only one “Round Robin” lightning round question for Newbury Park High School—Team 1 to capture the top prize at the “GEO BOWL CHALLENGE 2007” competition held Saturday, December 1st  at Oxnard College. The Newbury Park High team answered 18 out of 20 questions correctly and held off the 2006 winner of the competition, Buena High School—Team 1, which scored 17 correct answers. Placing third place with 16 out of 20 correct answers was Rio Mesa High School-Team 2, a long-time competitor in the geography competition.  Last year Newbury Park High School came in second and advisor Nick Coangelo said his students were dedicated to winning this year’s prize. 

At the end of the “Round Robin” contest, the Newbury Park High School - Team 1 of Jessica Nguyen, Suvi Utermohlen, Chau Va, Ling Wang, Ben Zhau and Catherine Zheng were actually locked in a tie with the Buena High School Team of Jon Coleman, Dustin Draper, Kim  Grace, Elizabeth Raymond and Gabby Sharaya. But after huddling to correctly answer a bonus question seeking the name of Brazil’s largest city which is home to the largest population of Japanese living outside of Japan (answer: Sao Paolo), Newbury Park triumphed over their Ventura competitors. 

The Newbury Park High School team of students and Coangelo will be able to soar over the local coastline and the fields of Oxnard and Camarillo, piloted by competition judge Jim McCrory of Aspen Helicopters of Oxnard.                                                                              

GEO 2007 Committee chair Chris Mainzer said while only one Round Robin tiebreaker question was needed to decide the winner of the GEO Challenge Trophy, the top six teams initially answered 15 out of 20 Round Robin questions correctly and were within a point of each other, including the teams that won fourth place – Oxnard High School-Team 1, fifth place -- Rio Mesa High School-Team 1, and sixth place team St. Bonaventure-Team 1.. Additional lightning round questions determined  how they placed in the competition.  

“The teams were very competitive this year and but the final questions made the difference,” said Mainzer, a geography instructor at Oxnard College.  “In our eyes, you are all winners,” she told the assembled crowd of 140 students who participated in the GEO Challenge. 

The students, representing a dozen or so public and private high schools from around the country, started the day off by competing in the individual written competition, which challenged students’ knowledge of global issues on geography, history and the environment. 

The individual student winners in the Writing Competition included Ben Zhou of Newbury Park High (first place);  Jon Coleman of Buena High School (second place), followed by Chris Russell of Rio Mesa High School (third place), and Tangena Silverson of Oxnard High School (fourth place).  The students were also awarded a cash gift by the American Petroleum Institute, Coastal Chapter.  Members of the third place Rio Mesa High School Team 2 included Mickey Kumar, Jonathan Dovedy, Chris Russell, Andrew Vasiloff and advisor Kim Ma.

Sponsors and supporters of the 19th annual “Geo Challenge 2007” included Aspen Helicopters, Oxnard College, the American Petroleum Institute-Coastal Chapter, David Fowble of Trophies, Etc., Camarillo, the Geography Department of California State University, Northridge, the Oxnard College Bookstore and Rand McNally and the California Geographic Alliance for their donations of atlases.  

OC STUDENTS WIN HONORS AT OXNARD COLLEGE FALL SPEECH TOURNAMENT

Oxnard College students Cesar Lopez, Hilda Ceja, Ximena Valle and Karla Jimenez triumphed at the Fall 2007 Speech Intramural Tournament held December 4, 2007, at the college.                                   

“It was wonderful to see so many students get excited about their speeches.  You were all so supportive of each other,” said OC Speech instructor Amy London told the assembled group of tournament participants and their supporters. 

“Remember that you will use the skills you showed today in every aspect of your lives.  Your ability to communicate will enrich your lives for years to come," she added.

About 100 students signed up to compete in at least one round of speaking, and this year a new “informativo” category was introduced with first-place winner Hilda Ceja delivering her speech in Spanish. Each of the final winners had to face off against other talented speakers in their categories and survive at least one round before reaching the finals.  Cesar Lopez took the Informative Speaking category, Ximena Valle won for Persuasive Speaking and Karla Jimenez took the Oral Interpretation crown. 

“I want to thank (instructor) Roland Glover and the 20 volunteer judges — mostly staff and faculty — who took the time to make the tournament a great success for all the students,” said London.  

The complete list of winners are as follows --  Informative category: 1st- Cesar Lopez, 2nd- Ricardo Martinez, 3rd- Nianna Morris; Informativo category: 1st - Hilda Ceja, 2nd - Rose Marie Vasquez; Persuasive category: 1st - Ximena Valle, 2nd - Jennifer Campbell, 3rd - Gina Hall; Oral Interpretation category: 1st - Karla Jimenez, 2nd - Amanda Garcia, 3rd - Gabe Teran.   

The judges this year included Leslie Radford, Robin Drew, Roland Glover, Ishita Edwards, Teresa Bonham, Mary Jones, 

Shelley Savren, Chris Mainzer, Susan Jones, Maria Parker, Vern Simmen, Monica Zavala, Peggy Smith, Judy Kleiner,  

Shannon Ordonez, Kitty Merrill, Cat Yang, Elissa Caruth, Gaylene Crocker, Everardo Rivera, Robin Drew, David Magallenes, Cecilia Milan and Mary Pinto-Casillas.  



	


OC REGIONAL FIRE ACADEMY GRADUATES CADETS DECEMBER 16

Thirty-four aspiring firefighters of "Battalion 28" graduated from the Oxnard College Regional Fire Academy on Sunday, December 16, at the training center at Camarillo Airport. 

The graduating cadets included Esteban Barrios, Ashley Crenshaw, Michael Hayward, Jon Pankow, Chase Thompson, Joseph Gutierrez, Johnny Gatlin, Jr., Mathew Marx, Brian Davis, Ryan Barnhill, Elyse Fiss, Aaron Allard, Daniel Burch, Joseph Simmons, Daniel Judy, Christopher Gibson, Amy Glassman, Christopher Espinoza, Justin Armijo, Evan Dixon, Jarrod Mattson, Christopher Donan, Derek Still, Jr., Michael Toepfer, Gregory Molloy, Charles Brown, Blair Emole, Erik Franco, Casey Belmonte, John Harrington, Kyle Petersen, Freddy Romero, Joshua Lubeck and Jason McClelland. 

The ceremony began with a series of firefighter training demonstrations for the hundreds of family members that attended the graduation ceremony. During the ceremony, VCCCD Board President Larry Miller urged the cadets to "give back to the community" through organizations like Big Brothers and Sisters.  Oxnard College President Richard Durán commended the families of the cadets for their support as their sons and daughters pursued careers in the firefighter profession.  He also thanked  Fire Technology coordinator Gary Morgan, Instructor James Petersen and all the professional firefighters who helped to train the cadets. 

Ventura County Fire Department Captain Mike Estrada, a graduate of the firefighter program at Oxnard College, urged the cadets to continue their education in order to move up in the ranks of the profession.  Class President Ryan Barnhill and Battalion Officer Johnny T. Gatlin, Jr. presented a donation to the program and saluted their fellow cadets for successfully completing the 16-week program.

According to Fire Technology department chair Gary Morgan, the members of Academy Class #28 began their training at the beginning of the Fall 2007 semester and during that time have accumulated a total of 440 hours of academic and manipulative training.  The cadets were trained in the use of ladders, self contained breathing apparatus, building construction, fire behavior, fire hydraulics, wildland firefighting, vehicle extrication, high angle rescue and repelling, hazardous materials, live firefighting and many other subjects. The curriculum was designed by career professional firefighters to produce marketable candidates for a highly competitive profession.  The Oxnard College Regional Fire Academy is accredited through the California State Fire marshal’s Office and the State Board of Fire Services.  The Academy provides 16 units of coursework and Fire Cadets receive California Firefighter 1 Certificates upon graduation.

 The OC Communicator will take a break during the holiday closure and will resume in early January.  Please forward your news items to Cathy Garnica in the Public Relations/Marketing office at cgarnica@vcccd.edu 

