MINUTES OF THE TRANSITIONAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON May 6, 2010
From 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
LRC Conference Room
 
Attendees:         Mark Bates, Susan Cabral, Jose Cornelio, Karen Engelsen, Lisa Hopper, David Lopez, Jim Merrill, Della Newlow, Jenny Redding (Co-Chair), Mati Sanchez, Vern Simmen 
 
I.                    WELCOME and AGENDA APPROVAL
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m.  Two subpoints were added to agenda item XV, namely, Report Out on Kurzweil Pricing, and Item XVI, Report Out from CalADE Conference.  (1st J. Cornelio; 2nd D. Newlow)
 
II.                  MINUTES from April 19, 2010 MEETING
 
The Minutes were accepted as presented.  (1st D. Newlow; 2nd M. Bates)

III.             WHO WILL TAKE OVER THE BASIC SKILLS COORDINATOR POSITION DURING J. REDDING’S SABBATICAL?  
  
M. Bates volunteered to step in on the condition that reassigned time remains the same (ala .4) and with some clarification from J. Redding as to the exact expectations of performance during Spring Semester of 2011.

IV.	OXNARD COLLEGE SUMMER INSTITUTE
 
J. Redding distributed copies of the Summer Institute updated Agenda.  J. Redding noted that 27 people have now applied to attend including 1 classified staff member and 3 administrators.   



V.              BUDGET STATUS – E. Endrijonas
 
No updated was given.  
 
VI.	SUCCESS ACADEMY – M. Dean

No Success Academy update was provided as M. Dean was not in attendance.  J. Merrill asked if anyone knew if there were plans to purchase more Plato licenses, as the current number of licenses are being used by math students in the Success Academy.  J. Merrill reminded the group that there are plans to add 16 more workstations so there should be correlative plans to add more Plato licenses as well.  J. Redding stated that the BSI Action Plan states that Plato will be available for use by English and reading students as well as math students.  J. Merrill mentioned that T. Bonham (who was contracted to ìteach outî the English portion of the Success Academy) was denied access to Plato recently by any students in her English class.  The group requests that this problem be addressed in the interest of fairness.

VII.               DISCUSSION OF REINSTATEMENT OF   
ìESPIGAî POSITION AS PART OF ACTION PLAN 
 FOR NEXT YEAR 
 
J. Redding asked if there were any objections to including the ESPIGA (ìEnglish Spanish Program of Instruction Granting Accessî) in next year’s BSI Action Plan.  No objections were raised.  J. Merrill reminded the group that ESPIGA was a program that was originally institutionalized and that later became associated with a Title III grant for which M. Sanchez was the Director.  When Title III monies disappeared, ESPIGA which was then placed under Matriculation, began to diminish.  S. Cabral asked how many students were being served by the original program.  M. Sanchez noted that 1,000 students were served on an annual basis.  J. Cornelio stated that staffing for ESPIGA involved a counseling assistant, classified staff (part-time) and student hourly workers, in addition to the faculty director position.  

J. Merrill noted that without such an ESPIGA program, our ESL offerings continue to diminish, particularly with the elimination of two ESL courses from the fall schedule.  This action was taken without consultation with the faculty or with this Committee and will result in ìholesî in the curriculum sequence, similar to what was experienced throughout this year.  J. Redding emphasized that part of the function of this group is to alert administration and relevant parties to the fact that there are threats to the integrity of the curriculum when such gaps in course sequencing exist.

  
VIII.           ANY MORE COMMENTS ON DRAFT END-OF-
 YEAR REPORT FROM TRANSITIONAL STUDIES 
 ADVISORY COMMITTEE
 
J. Redding distributed an updated draft of the End-of-theYear Report from this Committee.  J. Merrill reiterated that he was unclear as to exactly what the ìFirst Year Experienceî means.  J. Redding explained that in her experience as part of the BSI team of experts initially sent to campuses throughout California to help implement BSI, she discovered that many campuses have a ìFirst Year Experience,î essentially a concentration of effort focusing on new students with the intention of meeting needs particular to this population of students.  K. Engelsen noted that such programs can involve a variety of efforts including learning communities, specialized orientations, institution of peer tutoring programs, etc.  In fact, Oxnard College is beginning to focus on such efforts, notably the creation of additional PG courses, all in an effort to provide a better foundation for the newly entering college student.  J. Merrill asked that the phrase throughout the draft report be changed from ìtheî First Year Experience, to ìaî First Year Experience, as such a program has yet to be created.  K. Engelsen stated that she and Student Services will bring forth recommendations to this group next fall as well as providing possible existing models for the group’s consideration.
 


IX.          STATUS OF PROGRESS ON DATA REFERRALS TO DISTRICT 

No update was provided.  However, discussion ensued as to possible data elements upon which L. Hopper might focus next year.  K. Engelsen stated that baseline data regarding success, persistence, and retention rates should definitely be available for this group’s perusal by next fall so that data from subsequent semesters might be examined to assess impact of interventions taken to assist students in Transitional Studies classes.  L. Hopper suggested that the group agree upon a format for data reporting upon which we can build.  M. Bates emphasized the need for consistency in statistics.  J. Redding recommended that this item be agendized for discussion during fall semester as the group continues its efforts to gather and analyze data pertinent to Transitional Studies students. 

X.              REPORT OUT ON PLANS FOR ENGLISH/ESL and MATH COORDINATION ACTIVITIES – J. Redding/M. Bates

A.  Mathematics

M. Bates explained that MATH R009 and MATH R010 instructors are in the process of giving ìcommon assessmentsî as part of their final exams.  The data will be collected and then presented to this Committee next fall.

B. English/ESL

J. Redding explained that the Letters Department has examined the proposed agenda for an alignment/SLO data analysis activity during Mandatory Flex day in fall, but that she has not yet received approval for such an activity from the College President nor the Professional Development Committee, albeit the request has been submitted.
 


XI.             UPDATE ON WRITING CENTER PROPOSAL IMPLEMENTATION 
 
As D. Ward was not present at today’s meeting, M. Sanchez, J. Merrill, and J. Redding reported out on yesterday’s meeting with regard to this Proposal.  J. Merrill noted that there had been a suggestion that the effort move forward without a faculty coordinator but that the group had objected to such as being ìmore of the sameî rather than doing something different and better.  J. Redding stated that D. Ward and E. Endrijonas will examine their budgets (Title V and BSI funding, respectively) in order to determine the exact percentage of a coordinator position which Oxnard College could afford at this time as well as how many paraprofessional tutors could be hired.  The group is awaiting further word on this Proposal as it is hoped that such Writing Center will be in place by the beginning of Fall Semester, 2010.

XII.             CALENDAR OF EVENTS SUPPORTING ESL
  STUDENTS
 
K. Engelsen distributed a proposed 


XIII.	REPORT OUT ON COST OF KURZWEIL SOFTWARE



XIV.	REPORT OUT ON CALADE CONFERENCE


       XV.	ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.


NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting is next year!  Have a good summer everybody!
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