MINUTES OF THE TRANSITIONAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON APRIL 19, 2010
From 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
LRC Conference Room
 
Attendees:         Jose Cornelio, Erika Endrijonas, Lisa Hopper, David Lopez, Jim Merrill, Della Newlow, Jenny Redding (Co-Chair), Vern Simmen 
 
I.                    WELCOME and AGENDA APPROVAL
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:37 p.m.  Two subpoints were added to agenda item VI, namely, D.  NET Position, and E. Online Tutoring and Counseling Services.  
 
II.                  MINUTES from March 15, 2010 MEETING
 
The Minutes were corrected as follows:  (p. 2) under Section III, the word ìbureacraticî was deleted; and (p. 6) under Section XII, the following sentence was modified:  ìJ. Merrill asked what weight is given to such ìcommon finalsî how the common questions fit into the overall grade.î  
 
III.               OXNARD COLLEGE SUMMER INSTITUTE
 
J. Redding distributed copies of the Summer Institute Application and the Proposed Agenda which were distributed to faculty and staff both electronically and in hard copy (in faculty mailboxes).  She reported that so far 12 faculty have applied for the Institute and that as of yet, no staff have signed up for the event.  E. Endrijonas noted that managers should be encouraged to release staff to attend the event.  J. Merrill suggested that the event be posted on the portal, which J. Redding agreed to arrange with K. Banks.  J. Merrill further suggested that if we have open ìslotsî that faculty from VC and MC be invited to attend.  E. Endrijonas stated that we should give OC faculty and staff an adequate 

time to respond to the Application requests, etc., before opening the event up to the other two campuses.  The group readily agreed.  

IV.              BUDGET STATUS – E. Endrijonas
 
There is no information yet from Sacramento concerning the BSI funds.  Because we have not yet spent the 2008-2009 BSI funds, however, there is some funding available for next year.  However, E. Endrijonas stated that no firm figures would be available until the end of May as pertains to the funds already available to the campus.  As soon as more information from Sacramento is forthcoming, E. Endrijonas will provide it to the group.
 
V.	SUCCESS ACADEMY – M. Dean

M. Dean being unavailable for today’s meeting, J. Redding read an e-mail from M. Dean regarding the status of the Success Academy.  The e-mail read as follows:  ìThe Success Academy will be open until May 14th.  We have no funding unless Title V steps in, so we will be closed for summer.  We will open again in the fall. . . .  We currently have a full staffing of tutors/helpers so things are moving along smoothly.î  E. Endrijonas also reported that the permanent study carrols are being eliminated with the hope of expanding the number of computers up at the Success Academy (between 12 and 16 computers) as the datalines exist and are sufficient.  The only question is whether or not there is enough power for those computers.  J. Merrill asked whether or not there will likewise be an increase in the number of Plato licenses as math has utilized all of the current licenses making access to the English modules on Plato an impossibility.  E. Endrijonas stated that she is scheduling a meeting with D. Fuhrman at the District regarding this very issue and will report back to the group once a Districtwide purchase of extra licenses has been decided upon.

VI.               REIVEW OF PROGRESS ON NEXT YEAR’S ACTION PLAN 
 
J. Redding reported the following:

A. Meeting with E. Endrijonas re Greater Centralization of Basic Skills Support (Section A)

After meeting E. Endrijonas, J. Redding and E. Endrijonas agreed that the effort to work toward greater centralization should still be part of next year’s BSI Action Plan.

B. Meeting with L. Hopper and E. Endrijonas re Data Needed for Cohort Tracking and Analysis (Section B)

After said meetings, it was noted that both the campus level and District level research personnel have been eliminated.  In light of such personnel reduction, L. Hopper stated that she will attempt to provide the much-needed data so that successful analysis of the impact of this Committee’s intervention efforts could be accurately evaluated but that such data will not be available until next year.  

C. Meeting with S. Allen re Integration of Learning Center Resources Across the Curriculum (Section D)

J. Redding reported on having a successful meeting with S. Allen wherein various strategies were devised to increase the level of integration of said Learning Center resources across the Curriculum.  Such strategies will be incorporated into the BSI Action Plan for next year.

D. NET Position

J. Redding noted that this position was originally part of the 2009-2010 BSI Action Plan but had been eliminated by administrative personnel.  J. Redding asked whether or not the group would like to have this position re-included in the Action Plan for 2010-2011.  E. Endrijonas questioned the acronym as being too jargon-oriented (ala ìNatural English Transitionî for ìNETî).  J. Redding explained that ìNaturalî referred to the whole language theory of ELL acquisition.  J. Merrill suggested that the position, which was modeled after the successful ESPIGA Program, retain the ESPIGA program name, but he asked if such name were offensive to anyone present.  No one expressed dissatisfaction with the name or the idea that ìESPIGAî be assigned to the new position title.  Once the Committee members have run this idea by their constituents, the Committee will revisit the idea of renaming the NET Position the ESPIGA position.

E. Online Tutoring and Counseling Services  

E. Endrijonas is in the process of submitting a ìRevised Substantive Change Proposalî to the Accrediting Commission due in May 2010.  The Commission requires that for online course offerings that online services likewise be available to students.  As such, to include enhancement of our current online tutoring and counseling services in the BSI Action Plan for next year is logical to ensure that students in our Transitional Studies classes have access to these much-needed services.  The group readily agreed.
  
VII.           PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED END-OF-YEAR REPORT FROM TRANSITIONAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE – J. Redding
 
J. Redding distributed a first draft of the End-of-theYear Report from this Committee.  J. Merrill noted that we should not refer to students who are in our Transitional Studies courses as Transitional Studies students because such a phrase implies that these students are not also taking transfer-level courses, which simply isn’t the case.  J. Redding stated that she will edit the Report to reflect such rephrasing as in principle, we need to broaden the effort to adequately serve such students rather than too narrowly labeling them inappropriately.  J. Redding further welcomed e-mailed commentary on the Report draft and stated that this item will also appear on the next Committee agenda for discussion.

VIII.          LINKAGE TO OTHER CMPUS ENTITIES – J. Redding
 
J. Redding asked that this item be permanently tabled as only two Committee members had provided her with their committee participation in spite of repeated efforts to elicit this information from Committee members.

IX.          STATUS OF PROGRESS ON DATA REFERRALS TO DISTRICT – E. Endrijonas

E. Endrijonas stated that each campus is handling the elimination/ reorganization of the research function in a different way such that there is a decided ìlack of symetryî in how this issue is evolving.  J. Merrill asked if the administration is considering ìparcelingî out the research duties to administrators under ìother duties as assigned.î  E. Endrijonas stated that as of yet, there is no plan from the District forthcoming on this issue as the District research position had also been eliminated as of last Board meeting.  The group expressed concern on the lack of clarity on how this function will be achieved both at the campus and District level.  

X.              REPORT OUT ON PLANS FOR ENGLISH/ESL and MATH COORDINATION ACTIVITIES – J. Redding/M. Bates

As M. Bates was not present at today’s meeting due to required attendance at a Math Department meeting, J. Redding distributed a proposed agenda for Mandatory Flex Day involving the English/ESL full- and part-time faculty.  The group perused the agenda and suggested adding the reading sequence of courses in addition to the writing and speaking ESL sequences.  J. Redding stated that the change to the agenda would be made and also noted that until she hears from President Duran and/or Academic Senate President R. Cabral, such Mandatory Flex Day departmental activities have not been approved as of yet.  
 
XI.             UPDATE ON WRITING CENTER PROPOSAL IMPLEMENTATION – D. Ward
 
As D. Ward was not present at today’s meeting, E. Endrijonas noted that a meeting with all involved personnel will occur with the goal of having the Writing Center up and running by the beginning of fall semester.  J. Merrill asked if that included staffing with paraprofessionals and a faculty coordinator.  E. Endrijonas stated that such was the goal and that she will keep the Committee informed as to the results of the slated meeting.

XII.             CONFERENCES
 
A. Report Out on BSI ìLinked Inî Conference on
     Student Completion – J. Redding

J. Redding distributed her notes from said Conference emphasizing the responses from the student panel to such questions as ìWhat helps you learn best?î or ìWhat qualities do you most value in a teacher?î etc.  The Committee discussed said notes at some length.  J. Redding also encapsulated M. Dembo’s presentation on ìBarriers and Solutions for Improving Students’ Academic Performance and Completion:  A Focus on Self-Regulationî for the Committee members’ convenience.  

		B.  Report Out on TESOL Conference – V. Simmen

V. Simmen explained that the international conference held in Boston attracted a worldwide audience of researchers, teacher trainers, teachers from all levels (including K-12), and teacher aids.  V. Simmen noted that publishers were not distributing samples as freely as in other years and that TESOL was providing conference attendees with $30 to $40 coupons with which to purchase TESOL publications.  V. Simmen also noted that presentations were conducted throughout the week from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. each day.  Of special interest to V. Simmen were the corpus-based studies regarding ESL teaching in which samplings of actual speech utilized in lectures, newspapers, journals, and conversations were compiled into databases which were then used as the basis for creating ìreality-basedî grammar books, etc.  Of particular interest were studies funded by Title V for Miami-Dade County in Florida to address the community college system’s failure to produce increasing numbers of ESL students who ultimately attained graduation degrees.  V. Simmen further noted that TESOL presenters had agreed to provide presentations online to attendees but that despite requests from V. Simmen said presenters have yet to forward such presentation materials to him.  

		C.  Upcoming Conferences

J. Redding distributed a local regional CATESOL flyer for April 30th as well as a 2010 Strengthening Student Success Conference to be held on October 6-8, 2010.  J. Redding further asked the group to notify her of upcoming conference information to provide to the Committee members and stated that perhaps funding for attendance at such conferences could be re-inserted into the BSI budget if possible.

XIII.	READING COMPETENCY

J. Redding explained that the District Technical Review Workgroup (DTRW) had referred the issue of reading skills back to the campus BSI committees, thus landing the issue at the feet of the Transitional Studies Advisory Committee.  When asked what strategies might be employed here at Oxnard College, D. Newlow suggested utilizing Kurzweil software designed to assist students in learning to read textbooks from various disciplines.  After negotiating with each textbook publisher to limit such usage to chapter 1 of each such textbook, instructors could guide students in focusing on the most important points, etc., and assist them with their reading study skills as well.  In addition, D. Newlow suggested utilization of software that would ìread aloudî any Word documents created by students to assist students in critically assessing their own grammar and writing issues.  J. Cornelio stated that tutors in the Tutorial Center often ask students to read their work aloud.  J. Merrill supported the above-mentioned ideas especially for those faculty members who wanted to help their students attain adequate college study skills, but he also noted the pivotal role of advisement personnel in effectively counseling students with regard to which courses students are ready to take.

XIV.	ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m.


NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting (which is the last for this academic year) is scheduled for Thursday, May 6, 2010 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the LRC Conference Room.
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