MINUTES FROM INFORMAL GATHERING

OF ESL FULL- AND PART-TIME FACULTY

Thursday, Oct. 8th, 2009

Attendees:  Patti Dozen, Robert Kornelsen, Jim Merrill, Jenny Redding, Mati Sanchez, Vern Simmen, Peggy Smith, and Lupe Villalpando 

I. WELCOME:  The meeting was called to order by J. Redding at 2:35 p.m.

II. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  None.

III. HORZONTAL/VERTICAL ALIGNMENT OF ESL CURRICULUM

The group reviewed ESL R040, 50, 60 first.  J. Merrill explained that the entry-level ESL courses emphasize:  (1) the sentence as a basic unit of meaning; (2) real life skills; (3) the college environment/orientation; and (4) communicative ability.  M. Sanchez explained the theory behind the creation of the reading (ESL 50s) series, stressing the mastery of skills with content of appropriate complexity depending on level.  V. Simmen noted that as he teaches both ESL R050 and ESL R060, in the reading material he makes reference to the realistic application of grammar principles he covers in ESL R060 to cross-pollinate information for his ESL R050 students.  He further noted that approximately two-thirds of the students taking ESL R050 are simultaneously enrolled in ESL R060.  

J. Redding asked about the group’s adherence to the course outlines of record (CORs).  J. Merrill stressed that it is part of best practices to download the current COR when one is assigned a course, as the COR might have been updated.  In addition, the current Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) of record should also be consulted as we are now expected to assess such SLOs of record every semester we teach a course.  

The group also examined the vertical alignment of ESL R050, R052, and R054, the reading sequence.  The group noted the increasing sophistication of course content and the nice overlap of skills among the three courses.  J. Merrill explained that the original thinking behind the creation of our ESL sequences was to stress the particular modality in which we are operating (e.g., speaking, writing, reading), but to use all of the other modalities as learning approaches/tools to assist students with language acquisition).  He reiterated the need to remain true to the COR.  P. Dozen asked about how these courses would work with a student who is functionally illiterate.  J. Merrill opined that there might be other venues more appropriate for such students, e.g., adult ed.  P. Dozen further queried about the difference between Oxnard College’s ESL course sequences and our sister campuses.  J. Merrill explained that VC has both credit and non-credit ESL, whereas OC only has credit ESL.  Also, MC’s ESL program is primarily focused on international students, whereas OC accommodates both international students and those with a significantly lower level of background education.

Next, the group proceeded to examine ESL R042, R052, and R062, to confirm horizontal alignment.  J. Merrill noted that with both R042 and R062, a reader would have to consult Section IV, Course Content, in order to fully understand Section V, Methods of Instruction and/or Section III, Course Objectives.  Finally, the group examined Section III, IV, and V of ESL R044, R054, and R064.  It was agreed that there is proper alignment among these courses and appropriate overlap to help smooth an ESL student’s transition from one level to another.  

J. Merrill raised the repeatability issue raised due to recent changes in Title 5.  The group discussed this topic briefly.  J. Merrill also suggested that next year, after the Accreditation Self-Study is completed, this group might more thoroughly address the question of students who come to us unprepared to accomplish the required work and our attitudes as instructors about not passing such students.  

IV. DEVELOPMENT OF 2nd COURSE-LEVEL SLO FOR EACH COURSE IN THE ESL CURRICULUM

J. Redding noted that for ESL R044, a new SLO appendix has recently been approved by the Curriculum Committee and should be posted soon.  As to ESL R046, SPCH R100 and ENGL R100, J. Redding has recently filed new SLO Appendices for each of the above-mentioned courses and they are now making their way through the curriculum review process.  J. Merrill noted that he did not have his list of all courses needing second SLOs with him at this time, but that since time is short, perhaps the use of the “lead person” approach might best suit our needs.  Absent a complete listing of courses, J. Merrill opined that ESL R040 and R042, along with all of the ESL 50s and 60s probably need additions of a second SLO.  

V. ACTION PLAN ITEM FOR BASIC SKILLS INITIATIVE:  “COLLECTION OF BIOGRAPHICAL ESSAYS FROM ESL STUDENTS TO BE INITIALLY PUBLISHED ONLINE, THEN MADE AVAILABLE AS A PRINTED PUBLICATION, AND FINALLY PRESENTED LIVE IN A READERS’ THEATER FORMAT”

After J. Redding distributed the most recent draft of the Basic Skills Initiative (BSI) proposed Action Plan for 2009-2010, she pointed out the above proposed action involving the ESL faculty’s participation.  J. Merrill suggested “biographical” be changed more appropriately to “autobiographical.”  J. Redding and the group agreed with the change.  The group expressed a general support for this item of the Action Plan.

VI. RELATIONSHIP WITH THE OXNARD ADULT SCHOOL – This item was tabled as G. Huddleston was not in attendance and had requested the item be placed on our agenda.

VII. SUCCESSFUL STRATEGIES – This item was tabled due to time constraints.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Redding
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