
NOTES FROM COMPOSITION ALIGNMENT/SLO ACTIVITY (November 25, 2009)
I. WEAKNESSES/STRENGTHS IN BATON-PASSING
A. ESL Curriculum in alignment with State rubric
B. Grading Standards:  achieving course objectives versus rewriting and managing to pass course [Note:  Financial Aid = a separate issue]; include in syllabus; tendency toward portfolio assessment = view in terms of achievement of course objectives 
C. State is restricting repetition opportunities
D. Recent statistics from state level:  likelihood of a student passing subsequent course in a sequence:  (1) if student received an “A,” likelihood of passing is 89%; (2) if student received a “B,” likelihood of passing is 47%; (3) if student received a “C,” likelihood of passing is 17%.
E. Students’ reading abilities:  DTRW revising reading competency requirement at the district level
F. Specific alignment discussion revealed lack of uniformity
1. ESL R060 to ESL R062
2. ENGL R066 to ENGL R068
3. ENGL R096 to ENGL R101
G. General discussion about where the “paragraph” falls in ENGL R068 curriculum
H. General observation:  50% of students not ready to move up in each level of our composition sequences.  Why not?
I. J. Merrill:  Students who are placed via assessment instrument do better than students who actually complete our course sequences:  Why?
J. Discussion re “rethinking” our grading standards:  departmentally taking a firmer stand on grades.
K. Revisit departmental “rubric” idea:  T. Bonham to provide a sample rubric; E. Caruth to seek nationally-defined rubric via Two Year Colleges Association
L. Discussion begun re having common finals
M. Discussion begun re:  using same textbook across two (or more) levels; G. Croker charged with getting a list of textbooks for consideration
N. Discussion re customized textbooks
II. SLO OBSERVATIONS
A. Two SLOs per Course = Slice (not inclusive of all SLOs we are meeting)
B. Differrence between SLOs versus Course Grade
C. Current SLOs are Quantifiable; there are nuances regarding measurement of same
D. If SLOs not achieved, instructor response required = modification of teaching; if common in department, then departmental discussion and possible response required
E. Spring 2010 = all composition instructors will be assessing SLOs of record
F. Analysis of SLO data collected and analyzed = Thurs., March 25, 2010

III. EVALUATION OF MORNING SESSION
A.  Larger room with capacity to separate tables and form separate, small groups
B. Noise level needs to be reduced so people in groups can communicate better
C. Request that next time coffee be provided (plus decaf, please)!
D. Thanks to Gwen and Jenny for sponsoring a successful event.
