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their students complete certifi-

| cate programs or degrees.
Getting a college education
in California increasingly is a
| matter of where one lives. The
Inland Empire and Central Val-
ley, the fastest-growing parts of

| Areaincollege preparation and
| participation, the report said.
‘But the statewide picture
also is dismal, Shulock added.
California ranks 40th in the na-
tion in the percentage of high
school graduates who head di-
rectly to college, 45th in high
school students ftaking ad-

| the state, lag behind Orange -
County, the Sacramento region
[‘and ‘the '‘San Francisco Bay

vanced
classes and near the bottom in
the percentage of students
‘earning college degrees and
‘certificates, she said.
Nearly 80% of California’s
black and Latino college stu-
dents enroll, at least initially, at
the state’s 110 two-year cam-
puses. But with California
State University and the Uni-
versity of California capping
freshman enrollment and con-
templating fee hikes, educators
fear that. more-prepared stu-
dents, who in most years would
have gone straight to universi-
ties, will squeeze out some’of
the traditional two-year college
population, making it more dif-

“science and math

~ficult for them to transfer to
four-year institutions, Shulock
said.

* “It becomes competition for
scarce seats, and the fearis the
less well-prepared will lose
out,” she said.

Shulock said that even in

“the face of the financial crisis,

the state should take action, in-
cluding shifting funding formu-
las for colleges from the num-
ber of students they enroll to
the number who complete pro-
grams or degrees. Pat Callan,
president of the National Cen--
ter for Public Policy and Higher
Education, which does its own
national assessment of college
issues, agreed, saying the state

system needs an overhaul.

“This state has a master
plan which does not work ..
and has not worked for prob-
ably 20 years,” said Callan, who
participated in the conference
call. “Every time we take a turn
into recession, we hemorrhage
students.” : w5k

“Throughout most of my ca-
reer, California was the first in
everything we could measure in
the nation and world,” he said.
“But we have not responded
well to. the huge demographic
and economic changes that are

changing the face of Califor-
nia.”
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